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Salzburg: A Pioneer in Winter Sports
When Hans Dschulnigg opened the first 1.8-kilometer-long T-bar lift in Saalbach in 1946, he laid the foundation for one of Austria’s most renowned ski areas. Decades later, Saalbach has become a world-famous ski destination, having hosted the Alpine World Ski Championships in 1991 and set to welcome the world’s best skiers once again in 2025. The decision to award the 2025 FIS Alpine Ski World Championships to Saalbach was made at the FIS Congress in 2020.
But Saalbach is not the only pioneer in winter sports. Salzburg as a whole has a remarkable skiing history, marked by groundbreaking innovations, traditional ski manufacturers, and legendary world champions.

Milestones in Skiing History in SalzburgerLand

Early Beginnings: Skiing as an Adventure
· 1894: For the first time, a peak over 3,000 meters—the Hohe Sonnblick in the Rauris Valley—is climbed on skis.
· 1910: The "K + K Heeresskifabrik" in Salzburg becomes Austria’s first ski factory.
· 1910: Colonel Georg Bilgeri develops a new military skiing technique, based on the methods of Mathias Zdarsky and Norwegian skiers.

Innovation & Progress in Skiing
· 1923: The first professional ski school in Salzburg is founded by Peter Radacher in Mühlbach am Hochkönig.
· 1927: The Schmittenhöhebahn, Salzburg’s first cable car and Austria’s fifth, opens.
· 1929: Rudolf Lettner from Hallein invents steel ski edges, revolutionizing the sport.
· 1955: Alois Rohrmoser establishes Atomic in Altenmarkt, introducing groundbreaking ski technologies such as the Doubledeck ski, the Redster Edge-Grip System, and World Cup innovations.
Beyond Atomic, brands like Blizzard (Mittersill), Kneissl (Kuchl), and Fischer (Ried im Innkreis, with a facility in Salzburg) have shaped Austria’s ski industry.
· 2021: Former professional skier Marcel Hirscher launches Van Deer, a high-end ski brand focused on innovative technology for racers and freeriders.





Spectacular Achievements & Sporting Success
· 1936: Ski jumper Bubi Bradl from Mühlbach becomes the first athlete to jump 100 meters.
· 1953: The first Four Hills Tournament takes place, with the final round—known as the "Three Kings' Jump"—held annually in Bischofshofen.
· 1958: The Alpine Ski World Championships in Bad Gastein become the first sports event to be broadcast live on television.
· 1980: Annemarie Moser-Pröll, a six-time overall World Cup champion, wins Olympic gold in Lake Placid.
· 1991: The Alpine Ski World Championships in Saalbach Hinterglemm go down in history as the "Sunshine Championships."
· 2019: Marcel Hirscher secures his eighth consecutive overall World Cup title, setting a world record.

Technical Milestones & Expansion
· 1963: The first snow groomer in Austria is deployed in Obertauern.
· 1965: The Kitzsteinhorn becomes Austria’s first glacier ski area.

Saalbach’s Road to the 2025 Ski World Championships
· 2020: The FIS Congress awards the 2025 FIS Alpine Ski World Championships to Saalbach Hinterglemm.
· 2024: The Men’s World Cup Finals take place in Saalbach as a dress rehearsal for the upcoming championships.
· 2025: The FIS Alpine Ski World Championships will be held in Saalbach from February 4 to 16, featuring 11 medal events on Zwölferkogel in Hinterglemm. The event is expected to welcome 600 athletes from 75 nations.

This rich legacy of innovation, achievements, and dedication to winter sports continues to shape the region’s reputation as a global skiing hub
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