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Crystals for the Fastest Ski Champions
A Shining Memory from SalzburgerLand for the World Champions

Every great victory deserves a special memento. The World Champions of the  Alpine World Ski Championships in Saalbach 2025 will be honored with a unique natural treasure from SalzburgerLand: rock crystals from the Hohe Tauern mountains. These fascinating gifts of nature symbolize the boundless strength, relentless determination, and pure energy required to reach the pinnacle of success.
15 Million Years of Natural History in a Trophy
Rock crystals are true wonders of the Earth. They formed 15 million years ago when the Alps rose, and mineral-rich solutions deep within the Earth created crystalline masterpieces. Their purity, clarity, and almost magical aura made them highly coveted objects as early as the Middle Ages, crafted into magnificent chalices and artworks for royalty.
Today, visitors can marvel at some of Austria’s largest crystal discoveries in the National Park Exhibition “Emeralds and Crystals” at the Bramberg Museum in SalzburgerLand. Among the highlights are a 130-kilogram crystal cluster from the Stubachtal and a 350-kilogram rock crystal from the Krimmler Achental. This exhibition offers a fascinating insight into the incredible variety of minerals found in SalzburgerLand.
The Last Crystal Hunters of the Alps – The “Stoasuacha”
These precious crystals are not simply mined; each one is meticulously extracted by hand by the legendary "Stoasuacha"—the last crystal hunters of the Alps. Twin brothers Gerhard and Hannes Hofer from Wald im Pinzgau, along with Simon and Andreas Steiner from Bramberg, have mastered this ancient craft—now in its fourth generation in the Steiner family.
Far from civilization, beyond marked trails, they search for these natural treasures in the high alpine regions of the Hohe Tauern. Glacier edges, steep rock faces, rope techniques at dizzying heights—their work is more than a passion; it is a true adventure that demands deep respect for the mighty mountains.
Rock Crystals – The Power Stones of Nature
For centuries, rock crystal has been said to possess special powers. It stores light, radiates energy, and is believed to enhance strength and endurance—a perfect parallel to the life of an elite athlete. What could better symbolize the unwavering will and determination of a world champion?
For the „Stoasuacha“, searching for crystals is the last great adventure—without smartphones, GPS, or modern technology. It is nature’s gift, passed into the hands of the ski champions, an eternal symbol of triumph, resilience, and the magic of the mountains.
For more information on minerals in SalzburgerLand and exhibitions showcasing rare finds, visit:

Steiner Mineralien www.mineralien-steiner.at
Alpin Mineralien – Kristallsucher und ihre Schätze: www.alpinmineralien.com


Further Information & On-Site Contact:

SALZBURGERLAND TOURISMUS
Alexandra Koncar, MA
PR & Mediamanagement
M: +43 664 80668822
E-Mail: a.koncar@salzburgerland.com 
            presse.salzburgerland.com
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